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: By Jack Anderson. .
’ and Les W]:ul‘ten

The man who stopped the CIA
'irom tampering with the mails/
it is now alleged, actually
helped the CIA cover up theil-
legal operation and mlsled Con-
gressinthebargain. :.:

Heis Wllham Cotter, the chlei

i postal inspector; who first be-
; gan dealing. with the Post Office} :
{inthe 19305 asa CIA agent open-
mvother people’smail. -
iter ne was put in charge of
enforcxnv the - postal’ laws: in
11865, he allegedly:promised a
' CIA officer that he wouldn’t in-
‘terfere with the illegal. mail
.openings without fu'st consult—
-ingthe CIA. :

- True to his promxse. he never
told his postal superiors about
the mail-opening project.. But
when the heat was on, Cotter
asked the CIA to-clear the.oper-
ation with his postal bosses. The

.CIA refused, so Cotterbelatedly
istopoed the mail openings. to
Isave nis own skin. i

! These charges. have been
‘made by Rep: Charles H.Wilson
{(D-Calii) in a private letter to
‘Postmaster. General Benjamin
.F. Bailar, Wilson. whose sub-
commitiee has been investigat-
ing the mail-opening scandal;
asked Bailar toiire Cotter.

In caliing for Cotters re-

. moval, Wilson'charge_d that “his
dedication is first and foremost
to x“e CiA, not the Postal Serv-
ice”

Cotter also misinformed Con-
gress, according to .Wilson,
about his knowledge of the mail
openings. The chief inspector
swore he had “no official aware-
ness" of.the-mail surveillance

*since he leit the CIA projectin

rDecember, 1955. *“The Rockefel-

‘ler teport reveals that this as-

isartionisfaise” Wilson wrote. -

{ He told thz Postmaster Gen-

'eral bluntxy that “the contradic-|

tions in Mr. Cotter’s testimony
shoulo be of some concern to
1you.”

WLSO') noted that Cotter con-
tinued to conceal the mail open-
ings even after he had received
inquiries “from. American sci-
entists.” Not until 1973, nearly
four-years after he became the
chief inspector;did he halt the
illegal operatxon L

Cotter -is:on: vacatxon ar-d

could not be reached for com-

ment.’ ) R
Footnote: Cotter is now pu TSu-
ing’ a_ marginal. mail-opening

'case with uncharactemhc zeal,

This involves:a reporter, how-
ever, ratherthanthe CIA.-

. Brian Kanzaki recently wrote
in the Queens College, N.Y,,
newspaperthata student leadet
allegedly had: used student
funds. to make... personal,
long,distance phone ‘calls.-The
student leader charged that the
story was based on phone rec-
ords llledally obtaxned from her
mail.

She called in the posta} in-
spectors, who threatened Kan-
zaki with prosecution if he

didn’t tell them where he got

the phone records. These are
the same inspectors who ig-
nored the opemna of millions oi
letters by the CIA. . e
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